ALDBURY PARISH COUNCIL

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Held in Aldbury Memorial Hall
Monday 3rd November 2025 at 8pm

MINUTES

Present: Cllr Warren (Vice Chair), Cllr McCarthy, Cllr White, Cllr Paterson, Cllr Brooks, Cllr de la Bedoyere, Cllr Houghton

 In Attendance: Gosia Turczyn – Aldbury Parish Clerk


25/135		Apologies
To receive and accept apologies for absence. 
The Council received and accepted apologies sent by Cllr Webb. 

25/136 	Interests 
a) To receive declarations of interest from Councillors on items on the agenda. 
Members declared an interest in the agenda item 25/140 Aldbury Parish Council Grants; Cllrs McCarthy and Warren in the application submitted by the Tring Station Residents Association and Cllr de la Bedoyere in the application submitted by the Aldbury Memorial Hall. Additionally, Cllr Warren declared an interest in the agenda item 25/ 146 The Iron Room Garden as he is a member of the Tring Station Residents Association.
b) To receive written requests for dispensations for declarable interests.
None received.
c) To grant any requests for dispensation as appropriate.
None granted. 

25/137	Public Matters
	To receive questions from members of the public and press on items included on this agenda (max 15 min). 
		None. 

25/138		Minutes
To confirm the Minutes of Aldbury Parish Council Meeting held on 6th October 2025 as an accurate record of proceedings. 
Resolved, proposed by Cllr McCarthy and seconded by Cllr de la Bedoyere that the minutes were a true and accurate record of proceedings and were to be duly signed by the Vice Chair.

25/139		Reports to the Council.
a) Warden’s report – appendix 1
To note the report and approve expenditure if required.
· Resolved, to approve an expenditure of £72.07 including delivery charge and VAT for the flat swing seat, proposed by Cllr Warren and seconded by Cllr Brooks. 
· The Council discussed the height of the grass around the Orchard and agreed to revisit this matter in Spring.
b) Clerk’s report; items for information only – appendix 2
· The Clerk obtained a second quote for repairing the pothole in the Recreation Ground car park, which was higher than the initial quote. Councillors Brooks and Paterson agreed to contact local contractors, and the Clerk will also seek a quotation from Ringway.
· An email was received regarding the streetlights and the installation of LED lighting. Cllr Brooks agreed to draft a response.

c) Hertfordshire police – report from PCSO. 
Crimes reported in October were as follows:
Station Road – attempted burglary, suspect left the scene once the alarm was activated.
Theft from Motor Vehicle
Station Road – the passenger side window got smashed and all four wheels were stolen.
Toms Hill – offender smashed two windows of the vehicle and stole items within.
Station Road – offender has entered the farms ground and damaged the straw stack.

25/140		Aldbury Parish Council Grants – appendix 3
To consider applications received from Parish organisations and village halls committees. 
This item was deferred to the next meeting. 
	
25/141     Planning Matters and Consultations – to consider comments on the following:

a) Application(s) received:

· 25/02483/FHA Remove the existing entrance porch to construct a timber-framed porch with brick plinth. Remove the existing side conservatory, and construction of a single-storey rear extension. Removal of chimneys and installation of rear conservation skylights and conversion of loft area to create habitable rooms. Internal alterations to the dwelling and external alterations to the facades to accommodate the amended internal layout. Construction of an outbuilding containing a therapy pool, therapy gym, shower, plant room and storeroom. Woodlea New Ground Road Aldbury Tring Hertfordshire HP23 5SF

The Council inclusive of 7 members present at the meeting, took a vote by show of hand on the following proposal:

To object to the above planning application on the grounds that the Council notes that the proposed construction of the outbuilding appears to be in contravention of the Beechwoods Special Area of Conservation restrictions, as the property sits within the 500 metre exclusion zone.
Five members voted YES – Cllrs Warren, Paterson, de la Bedoyere, Brooks and Houghton. 
Two members abstained – Cllrs McCarthy and White
                             It was therefore resolved to object to this planning proposal. 
The Council also agreed to seek clarification on Dacorum Borough Council’s policy regarding the conversion of existing or former outbuildings within the Beechwoods SAC as it is concerned this will create a precedent for future applications. 


b) To consider and approve any Parish Council responses to any planning
applications received during the period after which the agenda was 
published. Those applications will be added in the Clerk’s report and can be found on www.aldburyparishcouncil.gov.uk in the Meetings tab. 
None received.

c) Decision(s) issued by Dacorum Borough Council:

· 25/02216/LBC Town Farm, Stocks Road, Aldbury, Tring, Hertfordshire, HP23 5RU Lifting and replacement of failed living room tiled floor and adaption of modern paddle stair to 2nd floor. APPLICATION WITHDRAWN 

25/142        Aldbury Parish Street Lights
Cllr Brooks reported that installation of the new streetlights is scheduled to begin in the second week of December, and a note was included in the November Outlook regarding the planned upgrade to the heritage-style streetlights.

25/143	     “The Trooper”
	       Re-opening of the pub.
The Parish Council received an invitation from the new manager to attend pre-opening drinks at the pub. Cllrs de la Bedoyere, White and Brooks were present. No hospitality was accepted by the Councillors, and the purpose of the gathering was solely to foster positive relations between the Council and the pub.

25/144	       Aldbury Parish 20 mph Scheme – appendix 4
     To receive an update on speed and volume surveys. 
     Cllr Warren reported that the Tring Station speed and volume survey results had been received. Vehicles entering the Hamlet from Aldbury over the bridge were recorded at just over 26 mph, and speeds through the centre of the Hamlet averaged 26 mph. However, vehicles travelling down Station Road towards Baggers Lane were recorded at an average of 32 mph.
     It was suggested that installing a Speed Indicator Device (SID) on Station Road, positioned as drivers approach the bend, could help to reduce speeding in this area. Cllr Warren will approach Highways to discuss the proposal and obtain quotes for the SID. The Council appointed Cllr Webb to liaise with HCC Highways and coordinate the design work for Aldbury parish. 

25/145        Filming in Aldbury
The Clerk reported that filming is scheduled to take place over two days. On 19th November, shots will be taken in and around the Church, and as previously planned, filming on 20th November will take place around the village green, in and outside the Old Manor House, and will also include some drone footage. A fee of £12,000 has been agreed to be paid to the Parish Council. The first letter drop to residents was completed today, and the second will be delivered a week before the filming.
	       
25/146	      The Iron Room Garden
	      To approve a quote of £260 plus VAT to cut back the hedges. 
                  Resolved, proposed by Cllr Paterson and seconded by Cllr Brooks to approve the above.
	      
25/147       Parish Mowing Contract 2026/27
To consider quotes received from M W Agri Ltd including the Churchyard grass cutting. 
The Council discussed the proposed 5% annual increase on the grass-cutting contract and agreed to negotiate with the contractor, asking whether he would consider a 3.8% increase to reflect the current CPI. Cllr Warren agreed to discuss the matter with the contractor. 
The Council also discussed including the Churchyard grass cutting in the annual parish mowing contract, which would add an estimated £1,800 based on the contractor’s quote.
Cllr de la Bedoyere suggested asking the contractor to slightly reduce the scope of work and requesting that the Church contribute an amount equal to the costs paid by the Parish Council.  The Clerk will liaise with the Church and include this item on the agenda for December meeting.

 25/148      Financial Matters – appendix 5
a) To review and note the accounts including bank reconciliation, bank statement and   
monthly budget report.
The Clerk reported that the cashbook and bank statement had been reconciled up to 27th October, and the Council noted and approved it.
b) To note receipt of income in October. 
                          The Council received £116.68 in interest and £265.00 in allotment rent. 
c) To review and agree the Unity Trust Direct Debits and Standing Orders.
The Direct Debits currently set up are to the Information Commissioner’s Office (annually) and NPower Solutions for street lighting (monthly).
A monthly Standing Order is paid to MW Agri Ltd for grass cutting in the parish.
d) To review and agree the Unity Trust bank mandate and signatories. 
It was noted that the current signatories on the Unity Trust account are Cllrs Warren, de la Bedoyere, McCarthy, Brooks, and White. They are authorised to view and approve payments set up by the Clerk.
Cllr Webb also has access to view the account and is a signatory.
e) To pass resolution to authorise schedule of payments circulated to Council. 
Resolved, proposed by Cllr White and seconded by Cllr Houghton and agreed unanimously to approve the schedule of payments listed below:

	     BACS/DD/SO presented for payment at the meeting on 3rd November 2025:

	PAYEE
	DESCRIPTION
	AMOUNT

	M Turczyn (Clerk) Salary 
	Salary (Paid) and HCC Pension contributions – October 
	
£1,491.98

	HMRC Cumbernauld
	Clerk’s PAYE October
	£166.25

	MW Agri Ltd (SO) 
	Grass cutting in the parish 
	£572.80

	Npower (DD)
	Street light power (paid on 14th October)
	£270.60

	Npower (DD)
	Street light power (paid on 24th October)
	£158.14

	Anglo Dutch Ltd
	Payroll provider
	£72.00

	M Turczyn
	Clerk’s mileage expenses
	£43.20




                                                           














f) To discuss the 2026/27 budget.
The Council reviewed the proposed costs included in the draft budget. Cllr Warren had examined how the precept had increased over past years and suggested that the Council adopt a strategy focusing only on the underlying expenditure for services provided by APC to the parish and ongoing running costs, such as the Clerk’s salary and associated staff costs. This approach would exclude any projects or allocations to sinking funds. It was agreed that the Council should first ensure the financial position is such that the precept covers the Council’s basic ongoing costs over the next three years.
 

  25/149       Meeting close 22:00


Next Parish Council meeting will be held on 1st December 2025 at 8 pm.
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